
Santa Clara Valley Water District
5750 ALMADI~N EXPRESSWAY
~AN JOSE, CA ~5118-3686

FACSIMILE (408) 265~1~

AN AFF=~MA~IVE ~ION ~MPLOY~R

~uae 16, I~98

Mr. Lester Snow
Executive Director
CALF~D Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninxlt Street, Suit~ 1 I55
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. ~ter:

SUBJECT: San~ Clara CounD, Continents’ In~rest~ ~ ~e CALF~.D Ray.Delta Program

As mem~rs of Congress, leaders or San~ Clara C~ui~y’s (Co~) I~1 gover~ems, wamr
Suably alencies, business and ~dustries, and ~e agricat~ra! and ,nvironmental co~nunities, we
wouId like to to you some of oar ~ey Mteres~ in dle CALFED Bay-Delta Progr~.~onv, y

Santa Clara CounV is ~ome to 1.6 million resid~n~, a $30 billion ~xpo~ economy, a~ a valuable
remain o* a once thlivh~g e~osy~t~m. We would lik~ to promote continued oconomie vltalJ~ of

our Silicon Valley and to protect and improve our q~liv of life and ~e enviro~ent of our
region. A bM~c~, affordable, and equitable CALFED solution is a very imporram component of
¯ is contiuui~

~osyste~ R~toration

As use~ ot a natural resource critical ~o ~e Bay-Delta, d~e h~dustries and citi~e~ of Santo Gila
C~n~ accept an ongo~g responsibili~ for m~mizing ~e impact our reso~ce use h~ on &at
~osys~m ~d aiding in restoration whe~ possible. We support CALFED’s obj~tive or res~rmg
¯ ~ Bay-Delm m a healthy, fimctioning System. Sm~ Clara Valley Wa~r Dis~ict has
demomtrated ~is ~ppon ~ou~ finmcial ~n~butiom to jump-s~ CALFED’s ecosys~m
r~t~r~tio~ ptog~n. We w~t to strc~s ~¢ ~to~elated ~ro of ~ Bay and Delta. Water,
f~eries, and wild1~� are sh~ed ~ this complex sysmm.R~toration should be viewed
holi~ticMly.

Water Quati~

The resi~n~ ~d ind~ies of Smm Cl~a Co~n~ d¢se~e ~f¢, cle~, aM high quali~ water.
Wamr supply ag¢ii¢i~ atxd utilities continue to implcmem advanced ~e~= t~vologle~ to meet
~cr~ly s~ingent rc~lato~ stm~r~. Many of ~e el~tro~cs ~nd semiconductor comp~es
have ~so ~ves~d ~ ~er trea~ent process~, inch as rever~ osmosis, to m~t pr~uct
dem~ds. As dfi~g water quMi~ s~ds get more s~ngent ~ r~ycl~g deman~ incre~e,
¯ e on-going need for source wa=r quali~ ~provemen~ incrv~es. We expel CALFED to meet
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ks objective of providing good water quality for all beneficial uses, including out supply for
municipal and ir~dustrial purposes. We support early impIementation of water quality actions and a
comprehensive monitoring program to start improving the water quality of the Delta and to
determine the effectiveness of these actions.

Environmental Water Quality in the South Bay

Industrites and cities within Santa Clara County have invested heavily in reducing point and
nonpoint sources of discharge as our continuing collective effort to reduce toxicity in the streams
and to improve the water quality of the South Bay. We expect other responsible parties to also
commit to reducing pollutant discharge into the Bay-Delta system. Since the South Bay is an
integral part of the San Francisco Bay-Sacramento/San Joaquin Delta Estuary, we believe our
actions will improve the overall environmental quality and health of the Bay-Delta system, We,
therefore, believe CALFED should include the South Bay in allocating ecosystem restoration and
water quality program funding.

Comservation and Recycling

We strongly support conservation as a key element of the CALFED program. All of our local
industries, residents, and agriculture have invested heavily ia water conservatipn and reuse, as
evidenced by the fact that it took ten years for the water use in t~e County to return to I987 levels
while the County was experiencing a period of rapid growth. We will commit to further water use
efficiency as a way to reduce future demand. However, other water users, both agricultural and
urban, must also commit to significant new efforts in water use efficiency. In addition, CALFED
must promote the necessary financial investments and incentives along with institutiona! support in
advancing demand management programs in order to achieve significant gains in conservation and
meet the ambitious recycling goals.

Water Supply Reliability

Silicon Valley is dependent on a reliable and consistent high-quality supply of water. Santa Clara
County relies on water imported from the Bay-Delta watershed for over half of its annual supply.
The uncertainty of our imported supplies dating the last drought has negatively influenced
businesses’ decisions to locate or expand in our-region. Stakeholders in Santa Clara County have
recently completed an integrated water resource planxfing process which will emphasize a strategy
of eon,.~rvation, recycling, banking, and transfers for meeting future demands. This strategy
assumes a stable base supply of imported water from the State Water Project, the Central Valley
Project, and Hetch Hetchy. We expect the CALFI~D process to restore the Bay-Delta ecosystem
and enhance the stability in the state’s water supply. Loca! water management agencies will then
be able to maximize water conservation, recycling, transfers, and banking opportunities to
supplement their base supplies.
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Preferred AJternati~e

We support CALFED’s stakeholder-i~clusive process to develop a consensus package of long.term
solutions, It is importar~t to keep 0.II of the options open as the various interests, both statewide and
within local communities, continue to deliberate on the merits of each component and as they strive
to reach consensus on a preferred alternative. Although we Imve not reached consensus on me
preferred alternative, we agree to tlm key interests described in this letter and we are committed tO
a continuing open dialogue. We expect the final solution package to be equitable, affordable, and
effective in achieving all of the. objectives of tba CAI" .FF.D Ray-Delta

Robert W. Gross, Ph.D. toe L~en
Chair, Board of Directors Member of Congress
Santa Clara Valley Water District

~uS~n l-l~mmo.r T~m
Mayor Member of Congress
City of San

Michael Chang Blanca Alva~do
Mayor Chair
city of cuperiino Santa Clara County Board ¢sf Supervisors

Dorthca Bamford Mike Gilroy
Vice-MayOr Mayor
City of Monte Serene City of Oilroy

Dick Ro,~enbaum
Mayor Mayor
City of Pals Alto City st Milpitas
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Mayor Mayor
City of Sutmyvale City of Mountain View

Steven I. 2~’edesco ~ff" "" "Dbnald~olfe /-
President]CEO Mayor
San Jose Silicon Valley Civ of Saratoga
~ham~r of Coverer

Charles Vecchio
President~CEO P~esident!CSO
Morgan I-Iill Chaillber of Commerce Silicon Valley Manufacturing Group

�~raig qK. Breon
,.L

W. Richard RoW
Environmental Advocate President
S~nta Clara Valley Audnbon Society San Jose Water Company

Don Hordness
President Chapter Director
Sm~ta Clara County Farra Bureau Sierra Club, Lo~ Prieta Chapter
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